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Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner
As an observant Jew, Jesus celebrated
Passover � a meal and celebration
remembering when God passed over the
Israelites as he sent the plagues on the land
of Egypt. It also celebrates the liberation
of the Israelites from the bondages of
slavery in Egypt. The Passover meal is
called a Seder from the Hebrew word for
order � because God orders all creation.
As Christians we honor each other and
God with a Passover meal. We do this for
three reasons � because Jesus did it and
our Passover links us to him and to the
Jewish roots of our faith. Secondly, the
meal also celebrates freedom and calls us
to labor for the liberation of all enslaved
people. Thirdly, the personal challenge of
Passover � freeing ourselves from
personal enslavements � benefits all of us.

Maundy Thursday is the night
that Jesus celebrated the Passover with his
disciples, so we will gather Thursday,
April 21 at 6 pm in Calvin Hall with a
beef brisket meal and Passover Seder to
follow. We will also celebrate communion.
Reservations are required by calling the
church office (251-9489) or emailing
sglant@northminster-indy.org. The cost
will be $9.00 for adults, $5.00 for children
and a family maximum of $30.00.
Childcare will be provided for children

under 6 after the meal is eaten. Reservations
are due by noon on Monday April 18th. If
you want to skip dinner and just come for
the Seder celebration and worship, please
arrive by 6:30 pm. Questions or want to
volunteer to help? Contact  Associate Pastor
Ruth Moore at 251-9489 or
ruthcmoore@northminster-indy.org

Easter Invitations
We will be advertising our Easter services
on Facebook this year. We will also have an
electronic email invitation for you to send
to people to invite them to celebrate Easter
with us. We hope to see many visitors on
Easter Sunday � April 24th � so please invite
your friends and neighbors to worship with
us either electronically or in person. (And if
they are busy on Easter Sunday invite them
to �Invite A Friend� Sunday the very next
week � May 1st.)

Lenten Events at Northminster

Lenten Study
April 6 and 13 we continue the Lenten Adult
study on Wednesday evenings.  Dinner is
at 5:30 and class, led by Pastor Teri Thomas
is from 6:15 until 7:30.  It is not too late to
join us- no previous experience required.

Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, April 17
Palm Sunday Worship 9 & 11am

Thursday, April 21
Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner  6 pm

Friday, April 22
Good Friday Tenebrae Service 7 pm

Saturday, April 23
Annual Easter Egg Hunt 10 am

Sunday, April 24
Easter Sunday Worship 9 & 11am

6th Annual Community
Easter Egg Hunt

Dealing with the
challenges of aging
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Pastoral pondering . . .
BY REV. DR. TERI THOMAS, PASTOR
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Sunday, April 3
4th Sunday of Lent
We will be focused on salvation.  What
does it mean? What is a savior?  What
difference does this make in how we live
today?  The Sacrament of Communion
will be celebrated at both services

Sunday, April 10
5th Sunday of Lent
We will explore Christian Community
and Practice and how they contribute to
our faith. The Sacrament of baptism will
be celebrated at 11 am.

Sunday, April 17
Palm/Passion Sunday

Thursday, April 21
 Maundy Thursday
We will gather in Calvin Hall at 6 pm for
a Seder Supper and Communion Service.
Together  we�ll experience the Passover
service that Jesus and his disciples
celebrated that night in the upper
room.The history and significance of this
night come alive around the tables.

Friday, April  22
Good Friday
At 7pm we�ll participate in the service
of darkness - Tenebrae.  This service
of scripture and song leads us through
the suffering and death of our Lord.
Without this part of the story, Easter
doesn�t have much meaning. Join us for
this meaningful Holy Week service.

Sunday, April 24
Easter Sunday
Today is the celebration of the
resurrection.  At both 9 and 11 we will
celebrate Easter with brass, and song
and preaching and prayer.  Invite your
neighbors and your family to join us
for the wondrous morning.

April Sundays
at 9 & 11 am.

! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !

Easter is always such an awesome
    worship experience.  The music,
    the brass, the sun, the flowers,

the excitement and elation all go
together to fill us with resurrection joy.
And what a delight to sit up front and
look out on a full sanctuary.  But when
it is time to preach the Easter Good
News to this crowd of expectant faces
I am never quite sure where to start.

For me, Easter comes at the end of
the most emotional week of the church
year.  The ups and downs of Holy Week
never fail to test my faith and tug at my
emotions.  By the time we reach Sunday
I am ready for a resurrection.  But I look
at all those who missed Holy Week and
I can�t help but wonder what Easter
means to them?  If you go from the
exciting parade of Palm Sunday directly
to the resurrection (or as some will do-
go from Christmas straight to Easter
with nothing in-between) what meaning
does the day hold?

So much of our church year is
focused on the Good News, God�s
grace, forgiveness, the presence of the
Holy in our lives and all the things we
get out of our faith.  Holy Week is the
one time that focuses directly on what
God gave up for us, what Jesus
sacrificed, what our faith cost.

Holy Week observances call us to
move behind the joyful celebrations of
Palm Sunday and Easter, and focus on

the suffering, humiliation, and death
that is part of Holy Week. It is important
to place the hope of the Resurrection,
the promise of newness and life, against
the background of death and endings.
It is only in walking through the
shadows and darkness of Holy Week
and Good Friday, only in realizing the
horror and magnitude of the dying Jesus
on the cross, only in contemplating the
ending and despair that the disciples felt
on Holy Saturday, that we can truly
understand the light and hope of Sunday
morning!

Holy Week is a time to experience
the depths of our faith, not just the
heights.  I hope you will plan to worship
with us on Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday.  See what a difference those
services can make in your Easter
celebrations.

Blessings,
TeriTeriTeriTeriTeri
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What�s happening at Northminster?
Dealing with the challenges of aging
BY REV. RUTH CHADWICK MOORE, ASSOCICATE PASTOR

On April 17 at 10 am
                in the Board Room, join

 medical social worker
Elizabeth Farr as she helps you or your
loved ones get the help and resources they
need to deal with the issues of aging. Do
you want to stay in your home as you age?
How can you determine the best fit for
assisted living and nursing home care?
What can lawyers do to help? What if I

Curious Conversations
Curious to learn more about
Northminster? Want to get to know other
new folks as well as meet some
members? Considering membership or
want to know what it means to be a
member of a church? If you answered
yes to any of these questions join us for
Curious Conversations on  April 10 &
17 at 10 am  in the Conference Room in
the education wing. We�ll have coffee,
doughnuts, information and conversation
and would love to have you join us.
Contact Associate Pastor Ruth Moore if
you plan to attend or have any  questions
about NPC. 251-9489or email Ruth at:
ruthcmoore@northminster-indy.org

need someone to go to the doctor with
me and help with my medications? Where
can I find companion care and help around
the house? These are all questions that
Elizabeth can answer. Elizabeth is an
advocate for the elderly and helps
people stay in their homes or transition
to new living situations. She is friendly,
helpful and a wealth of information.
Please come to listen and ask questions.

Calling all singles, couples,
teens and parents!
Congregational Life is taking reservations
for the opportunity to host one coffee hour
during May, June, or July.  Hosting a
coffee hour is a great way to meet fellow
parishioners and to say �thank you� for
the coffee and hospitality we enjoy every
Sunday. Training is provided and
requirements include a smile and a
willingness to arrange donut holes in a
bowl.  Contact Shirley Smith at 752-4529
or shirley.smith@indwes.edu to sign up.
This could be your �One New Thing�

Parents With a Passion
April 2011
During the month of April we will be
participating in the Lenten program that
Pastor Teri is leading on Wednesday
nights.  **Also we encourage Parents
with a Passion families to participate in
the �Hands on Mission� project on
Saturday, April 30th.

(Niecey)

2011 Bible Bowl Winners
Julie Shannon,Frank Sauer, Paul
Johnson, Avery Smith, Erin May and
Andrew Schmahl

Where�s Niecey?
Hi!  I�m Niecey (pronounced Nee-See).
My mom is a member of this
congregation. She helps out in the office
and sometimes she let�s me come with
her. I love everybody! I like to come to
church because everybody scratches me
behind my ears and talks to me.

My one failing is that I�m nosey. (I�m
a hound after all.) I like to know
everything that�s going on. So, let�s play
a game. See if you can find me on the
Northminster website!  If you do, send
an e-mail to Susan Glant at
sglant@northminster-indy.org to tell her
where you found me. If you�re the first
one who finds me, there will be a surprise
for you. I love surprises, don�t you?

NorthStars Outing
Join us as we head north to North
Central High School for the light-
hearted romantic comedy Fools by
Neil Simon on Saturday, April 23. The
setting of this play is a small village
in the Ukraine during the late 19th

century.  This is good entertainment
at a good price. Come support the local
high school. Tickets are $7 and the
show begins at 7 pm. We�ll meet for
dinner at Hellas Café, 8501 Westfield
Blvd. at 5:15 pm. To RSVP, please
call Cheryl and Scott Jacklin,
845-9694, by April 18 .
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�Invite a Friend� Sunday - May 1
BY REV. RUTH CHADWICK MOORE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

BY MAUREEN PURCELL, MISSION TEAM
Big day, big returns

A fter you invite a friend,
neighbor or colleague to join
 you to help with clean-up at the

Dayspring Center, (see article on pg. 5)
invite them to join you at worship on May
1. Sometimes people who don�t attend
church feel more comfortable �doing�
something, like helping others, rather than
coming to worship. So the Evangelism

Team�s hope is that if you invite someone
to participate with you in the community,
they might be motivated to see what else
we do at Northminster � and worship is
a part of who we are and what we do as
Christians. Please consider inviting
someone to worship that day even if you
can�t participate in the Dayspring
mission project. If you want to have

something to give when  inviting them,
look for the book marks in the hymnals
on Easter Sunday and take one or two to
hand out. Visitor baskets and HOSTs
(Hospitality Offered Serving Together �
the red badge people) will be on the
lookout for visitors � so please invite
people to worship with us on May 1.

Alot was laid out on the table
March 27;  the Offering of
Letters, the Sound and Spirit

concert with a free-will offering for
Wheeler Mission and the One A-Maizing
dinner for the Interfaith Hunger Initiative.
It was a big and busy day, and some of our
volunteers seemed to have just moved in.
But by evening, the benefits were clear.

Over 350 people attended the Travelin�
McCoury�s bluegrass concert sponsored
by Sound & Spirit the free-will offering
for Wheeler Mission collected $1500.
Seventy-five people reserved places at the
One A-Maizing dinner and we collected

over $1200  for the Interfaith Hunger
Initiative.  We set up a letter-writing
center for the Bread for the World�s
Offering of Letters that requested our
senators  support initiatives that
streamline our government�s global
hunger programs.

How many people in Indianapolis
and in Kenya are better this month than
they were last month from your gifts of
time and money?  Eighteen dollars buys
a Kenyan child a year of school, and $50
buys 1000 lbs. of food for hungry
Hoosiers.

In January, Wheeler Mission

supplied lodging for 14,000 people,
served 32,000 meals, and provided 172
medical/dental services. Easter dinner at
Wheeler Mission costs $2.25.We
collected $1500 for Wheeler Mission.

We sent almost 50 letters to
Washington, standing up to global hunger
issues and asking our government to do
the same.

You will be enriched in every way so
that you can be generous on every
occasion and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God: Second
Corinthians 9:11.

The annual Community Fair and
Deacon�s Yard Sale will be
Saturday May 14, tentatively 9 am to

1 pm.  Start  saving items to contribute to this
sale.  Details as to when your sale items can
be brought to the Church, and the location for

accumulation, is forthcoming.  Rental tables
will be available for those who choose to
sell their own merchandise, collectibles or
arts&crafts.

This year we�re also including the
Presbyterian Women�s bake sale, so plan

Annual Community Fair & Deacon�s Yard Sale
BY DICK DUNBAR, BOARD OF DEACONS

 to donate some baked goods. Coffee, tea
and drinks will also be available to purchase.
Yard Sale contacts are Dick Dunbar, 579-
2007 and  Kate Keesling 222-6717. Bake
Sale contacts  are Mary Tarbell, 850-0823
and Norma Arend, 251-1549.

Do you know of a project in our
  building or on the grounds that
  needs to be taken care of? If so,

please hand a note to any member of the
Buildings/Grounds Committee or drop it in
our �JOB BOX� in the Narthex. Your

Buildings/Grounds Committee has
established Fri.,  April 8 & Sat., April 9 as
Spring Cleaning Days at Northminster.
Work day hours are 9 am - 3 pm. We�ll
attempt to provide all the materials and
equipment. We�ll have a number of projects

requiring people-power to accomplish. Your
help will be greatly appreciated. A sign-up
sheet will be posted on the bulletin board
across from the choir room beginning 3/27.
Lunch provided for those who sign-up early.

Try something new
BY BILL LORD, BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE
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Mission and outreach

Upcoming mission events &
volunteer opportunities

� One Great Hour of Sharing
Palm Sunday, April 17
This collection will benefit
Presbyterian Hunger Programs,
Disaster Assistance and Self-
Development of People.

� Dayspring Center
Spring Clean-up, April 30
9: 30 - 11 am
Sign-up the date for this family-
friendly,friend-friendly, families-
helping-families project to spruce
up the grounds at Dayspring Center
and Wellspring Cottage.  Check out
our bulletin board across from the
chapel.

� Sound & Spirit Concert
May 8, 7 pm
Paul McKenna Band plays
Scottish/Irish music.  Free-will
offering collected for the Damien
Center.

� Mission Day:
Clean-up & Mobilization
Monday, June 20,
7:30 a.m.- 6p.m.
Clean-up day for the Church
Federation of Greater
Indianapolis� 2012 Habitat build.

! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !

Hands ON/Hands INvolved

Dayspring & Wellspring - A Saturday Morning Mission
BY MAUREEN PURCELL, MISSION TEAM

The fact is families are the fastest
 growing segment of the
  homeless population in Indiana

today.  In the last 25 years, the
Dayspring Center has become a full-
service agency, providing services to
nearly 4,000 families including over
12,000 children.  Dayspring is one of
the recipients of Our Future is Now
Capital Campaign funds as they begin
renovations on their kitchen area.

Dayspring also operates Wellspring
Cottage, a 2-year transitional program
that houses 12 families each year in
apartment-like dwellings.  Here,
families address many of the problems
that may have contributed to their
becoming homeless in the first place;
addiction, lack of skills and education,
large debt.  Wellspring assists each
family with finding employment,
developing a budget and reducing debt,
learning how to maintain a permanent
home, and adult education. It also
operates an active after-school program
for children.

What and when:
On Saturday, April 30, 9:30 a.m.-

noon, Northminster is helping
Dayspring and Wellspring Cottage
prepare the gardens for spring planting
and spruce up the grounds. The mission
is two-fold:  a family-friendly two-hour
mission opportunity, and a request that
you each invite a friend to help and
then invite that friend to join you for
church the next day.

Where and how:
Dayspring Center is at 1537 North

Central; Wellspring Cottage is located
at 3736 North Meridian.  Parking is
available in back of both locations.  The
Northminster bus will shuttle volunteers
to each location at 9a.m. that morning

or you can carpool from our parking
lot.  When you sign up, you may
choose to work either place but be
aware that we want two fairly even
teams of volunteers.  Each group will
rally at their assigned location by 9:30
a.m. for coffee, donuts, instructions and
prayer.

What:
We are putting out a call for small

garden tillers, but everyone should
bring the tool or tools you would like
to work with; gloves, push brooms,
rakes, spades, hoes, hedge clippers,
those nifty contraptions that keep yard
bags upright while you fill them, all
the fun stuff.

How:
Find sign-up sheets on the mission

board across from the chapel and watch
for Mission Team members in the
Gathering Place on Palm Sunday and
Easter, too.  For more information,
contact Pastor Ruth Moore at
ruthcmoore@northminster-indy.org.

Centennial 2012 Preparation
Another recipient of Our Future is

Now Capital Campaign funds, the
Church Federation of Greater
Indianapolis� project in the Martindale
Brightwood area, has announced a
church-wide invitation to participate in
another cleanup.  Monday, June 20,
from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. is the day for
preparing the site of the Church
Federation Centennial Village, the
Habitat for Humanity build scheduled
for 2012 and in celebration of the
Federation�s 100th anniversary.  Put it
on your calendar and watch for more
information on the bulletin board and
in upcoming newsletters.
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BY DEBBIE BULLOFF, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Education for all ages Church School
in April

April 3April 3April 3April 3April 3
Focus Scripture: Psalm 23
It was very difficult to be a sheep in
biblical times.  Much depended on the
loving care of the shepherd.  We will
learn about our �Good Shepherd.�  Who
are the shepherds today in our
Northminster community and in the
wider world community?

April 10April 10April 10April 10April 10
Focus Scripture:
Ezekiel 37:1-14
The prophet Ezekiel is led by God to a
valley full of dry bones in our church
school lesson today. We will learn about
God�s Spirit and message of hope to
that valley of despair.  When has God
sustained you in your �valley of dry
bones?�

April 17/PApril 17/PApril 17/PApril 17/PApril 17/Palm Sundayalm Sundayalm Sundayalm Sundayalm Sunday
Focus Scripture:
Matthew 26: 14 - 27:66
Today is Palm/Passion Sunday and the
children will participate in worship with
choirs and a Palm Parade! We will be
hearing the stories about Christ�s last
week and how the disciples might have
felt. We will talk about the ways God�s
love and justice break through in trying
times.

April 24/Easter SundayApril 24/Easter SundayApril 24/Easter SundayApril 24/Easter SundayApril 24/Easter Sunday
Focus Scripture:
Matthew 28: 1-10
The Church School will rejoice with the
women who visit the tomb and find that
�Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed!�
We will journey from profound
sadness, through an earthquake, angels,
and hear of meeting the Risen
Christ.!  Alleluia! What is Easter
calling you to do?

NPC Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt

! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !

Egg hiders needed 4/23!
Egg hiders are needed at 8:30 a.m. on
April 23 for the egg hunt! Need hours
for a school service project? Feeling
in need of a little exercise? . There will
be bagels for the hiders!Want to help?
Contact Debbie Bulloff at 251-9489
x16 or DBulloff@northminster-
indy.org.

SAVE THE DATES FOR VBS!
Dates:  June 13 - 16
Time: Daily 5:45 pm - 8 pm
Ages: 4yrs (by 4/1) - Middle School
Theme: Heifer Project�s Feeding 5000
Come for the stories, games, songs and
crafts and stay for the 6th Annual
Homemade Neighborhood Parade!
Volunteers are needed to help with
Registration, Snacks, Crafts, Music,
Preschool, Games, Parade, and to be Crew
Leaders with our children.  This all-church
event is a centerpiece of our church school
year.  Invite your friends, neighbors and
family to Northminster for VBS 2011.
Check the VBS page on
www.northminster-indy.org for
registration and other information or
contact Debbie Bulloff at 251-9489 or
DBulloff@northminster-indy.org.
Watch the parking lot for what is
coming to Northminster this June
13-16!

The annual Easter egg hunt will
be held Saturday morning,
April 23, 2011 at 10 a.m. Rain

or Shine!  Bring your baskets and all
your friends in the community ages
Toddlers-5th Graders! Meet in the
Gathering Place.  Park in the North
Parking Lot!

Candy donations needed!
Individually wrapped candy donations are
needed!  Please bring donations to the
church office by April 17.  We need to
stuff 2000 eggs for this very popular
event!  If your church group or scout troop
can help with stuffing eggs, please let
Debbie Bulloff know.
Dbulloff@northminster-indy.org

God is calling YOU.
Are you listening?

Do you have your
listening ears on?
Summer church
school teachers &
helpers are needed.
Look at your
calendars now and
find one Sunday a
month this summer
to help out in the
Nursery, Toddler or

Preschool rooms or learn about our
faith with the K-5th graders in
Children�s Church.  We have
w o n d e r f u l , t e a c h e r - f r i e n d l y
curriculum, great kids and lots of fun.
All you need is to love children and
have a Release and Notification form
on file here at NPC.  Contact  Debbie
Bulloff at 251-9489 email her at
dbulloff@northminster-indy.org
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What else is happening? Youth Fellowship
Activities

! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !! ! !

Sunday, April 3
Bowling Night! 6 - 8 pm
Woodland Bowling Center
3421 East 96th St., Indpls, 46240
(317) 844-4099
Meet at Woodland Bowl by
5:50pm. Bring $ for food or eat
before you arrive.  Jacob Mann will
meet youth at Woodland Bowl.
Cost: 4.05 per game (2 games-$8.10)
Shoe rental: $3 (12 & up)
$2.25(under 12)
2 games and shoe rental: $11
With food: $18-20.

Sunday, April 10 & 17
Regular Youth Fellowship 6-8 pm

Saturday, April 23
Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Youth are encouraged to volunteer.
It�s a ton of fun + there�s CANDY!

April 24
Easter Sunday
No Youth Fellowship

Saturday, April 30
Hands-On Mission Project
Youth are encouraged to spend a few
hours doing mission work. Family
time + helping the community = a
morning well spent!! 10am to 12pm.

Sundays in  May
May 1: Park Outing
If the weather is nice on May 1
we�ll go to the park for youth
fellowship � dress appropriately.

Julie Shannon is on vacation 3/27 - 4/5Have you seen the artwork at the
   top of the stairs in the
   Gathering Place?  This art project

was completed by Northminster middle
and high school youth in December
2010.   The piece is called �Faith Heals�
and was inspired by a photograph we
looked at during Sunday School.  The
photo was of a field which was once a
toxic waste site.  Inside the field was a
circle where people had planted
specific types of plants that rejuvenated
the soil and made the land fertile again.
We took this imagery and made our
�own� life fields.  Inside the rectangles
were all the negative things in our lives
that can create a toxic environment �
things like hate, depression, violence-
etc.  Inside the circles were the positive
things in our lives that �lift us up� and
heal us from the toxins in our lives-
God, family, hope and so on.  Next we
used these individual works to create
our large Cross.  The Red Cross is there
for us to put our sins and negative
toxins on.  We then have faith that Jesus
will take away our sins and give us a
second chance.We will be �resurrected�
from all the bad stuff.  Inside the white
circles the words represent the healing

A huge thank you to
everyone
Thanks to everyone who came to,
volunteered for, and donated to Italian
Night on March 5!  The event was a huge
success!! We collected more than
$7,600!!! All proceeds go towards
summer trips for the youth program. We
will also put 10% of Italian night proceeds
towards the Our Future is Now building
campaign.  The youth and parents did a
fantastic job!  We are so blessed by
Northminster members, friends, and our
community for all their fantastic support

Looking forward . . . .
May 1: Park outing
Friday, May 6: Roller skating or laser tag
May 8: Mother�s Day, no youth Fellowship
May 15: Regular youth group.
May 22: Graduation Recognition Sunday!!
We�ll be recognizing all graduates, high
school, college, & graduate school.

that takes place once we believe and
utilize our faith for healing our
community and ourselves.

We�re planning something special
for Easter and we�d love to have
sponsorship from the congregation.
We�ll have 36 canvases up depicting
something bright,  colorful and
awesome!!!.  How can you help?  You
could sponsor a 10 x 10 canvas square
and dedicate it  to someone special.
We�ll include their name in the artwork
and it will be on display. If you are
interested in sponsoring a canvas, the
cost is $10.  The donation will go directly
towards supplies and also the building
fund. You can also purchase the artwork,
or leave it at church to be used again.
This area is meant to be an evolving art
(changing) art area.

Following VBS there�ll be a new
project on display related to the VBS
theme.   Special thanks to Mike Boris
for his original idea and for building the
area so the canvases can be displayed.
Thanks also to all the youth who
completed the current artwork.  Jennifer
Smith is lending her artistic hand and
helping the children of Northminster
create something amazing for Easter!

Youth artwork on display
BY JULIE SHANNON, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS
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Bridge Team: Walking across the Bridge
BY MARY TARBELL & MAUREEN PURCELL, BRIDGE TEAM MEMBERS

Sound & Spirit presents The Paul McKenna Band
BY JOHN WRIGHT, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

Our first international group �
    from Glasgow, Scotland, The
   Paul McKenna Band will

perform at 7 pm  Sunday, May  8.  Experience
live traditional Scottish/Irish music from one
of the UK�s most sought after bands. This
concert is free and child care is provided. An
offering will be collected to benefit our
Mission Partner, the Damian Center.

T he distance between the
beginning and end of a capital
campaign is, for us, three years.    For a

period of months the pleas, parties and
pledges are made and then we begin a longer
period of time when we fulfill our promises.
This is called the Bridge. Andy and Lisa
Longo were the Bridge Team for our first
campaign, Open to the Future, and we all
enjoyed the monthly updates from Building
Chair Bob Gudgel.  We got financial updates
so we could track our progress and measure
the brick and mortar rising from  an out of
date, inefficient infrastructure.

There�s a new Bridge Team in town.
Mary Tarbell and Maureen Purcell have a
new task for a new capital campaign, Our
Future is Now.  Over the next few years, we
will continue to keep you informed about
our contribution status and we will walk
across this Bridge occasionally pausing to
look at what we have.

As of  mid March 2011, we have

 received 198 Our Future is Now capital
campaign pledges totaling $1.2 million. One
hundred sixty-two of those pledging have
already begun making payments and
Northminster has received $288,702.
Remember there are envelopes in the pews
and around the church where you can make
a pledge payment.  And for those of you who
have not pledged to Our Future is Now, take
a hint from our theme; You can start a pledge
or contribute Now or at anytime.  We hope
you will remember the campaign when you
want to honor a member of the congregation,
an anniversary, special birthday or even a
sermon.

We begin our walk across the Bridge
in a place where we (Mary and Maureen)
spend a lot of time.  We are, among other
things, volunteer receptionists.  We very well
remember working at a small desk in a dark
paneled room and stuffing envelopes for the
homebound at a desk slightly larger than those
used by second graders.  Our light source was

a lamp.  We wanted to help with newsletter
publishing, data entry, respond to Session�s
plan for a new website but there wasn�t room
for a computer on that desk.

Today, our volunteer duties take place
at a modern work station with a computer,
security screen, views of the Gathering Place
and education wing, and an attractive seating
area for guests.  In addition to new offices
for the staff, other work stations are reserved
for data entry volunteers, and information
technology (those flat screens you see around
the place.)  There�s a large copy room,
stocked storage cabinets, and an enormous
work island where we can spread out our
mailing projects, Session packets, and those
occasional boxes of donuts.  The new office
setting is bright, cheerful, and clean -  the
ideal organizational center to serve
Northminster.  Please drop by the office at
any time or visit it on one of the upcoming
tours.


